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So your child or teenager wants to get on MySpace, Facebook, or YUNiTi ς what do you do? This guide 

was written to inform parents about the dangers and benefits of social networking sites. 

2 The Benefits and Positives  

2.1 Reading and writing is a good thing!  
Unlike the TV or sites like YouTube where your child will spend hours on end rotting their brains, social 

networking sites are actually good things! Most teenagers dedicate their time on social networks to 

commenting their friends and receiving comments back.  This has 4 benefits: 

1. Your child is reading 

2. Your child is writing 

3. Your child is learning to type faster 

4. Your child is exercising their mind and thinking 

http://myspace.com/
http://facebook.com/
http://yuniti.com/


/ŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ¢± ǊƻǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǊŀƛƴǎΣ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ŀƎǊŜŜΚ 

2.2 A great way to stay in touch with friends  
Nowadays, things move quickly.  Thanks to cell phones, the internet, and social networks, people expect 

information to be current and fast. 

{ƻŎƛŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ όǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳǊ ƪƛŘǎ ǿŀƴǘ ƛǘ ǎƻ ōŀŘƭȅύΦ  LǘΩǎ ǉǳƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ Ŝŀǎȅ 

to update multiple friends of new photos, to congratulate a friend on something, to keep in touch with 

old and new friends and to burn some time when ǘƘŜȅ ƎŜǘ άōƻǊŜŘέΦ 

2.3 A great way to meet people  
At first you may be thinking ς άtalking to strangersΚ hb[Lb9Κ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǇƻǎǘŜǊƻǳǎΗέ .ǳǘ 

keep reading. 

Fact is, we live in an age of computers, and meeting online is becoming more and more popular.   Social 

ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊƛƭȅ ƳŜŜǘΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ 

cliques or groups of friends. 

Social networks are also a great way to be introduced to cultures around the world.  What better way to 

learn about England, Australia, France, Spain, or Brazil, than to have a pen pal from there? 

aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ άƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ōǳŘŘƛŜǎέ or pen pals: people to talk to online that 

they never actually meet. 

2.4 Better to support your child than have the m go behind your back  
You were a teenager once ς Ƙƻǿ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ άƴƻέΚ  

Access to a computer is not difficult nowadays ς ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎΣ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΩ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ  Lǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ 

for your child to get a MySpace, Facebook, or YUNiTi  account without you ever knowing. 

This can be very dangerous, as they may make mistakes such as putting too much personal information, 

ƻǊ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻΦ 

By supporting your child and walking them through the process of creating a profile, you can make sure 

that they do the right thing and that they are not in danger.  Also, by having a link to their profile, you 

can check it regularly to make sure that they are not compromising themselves. 

3 The Dangers and Drawbacks  

3.1 Ȱ4ÈÅ "ÁÄ 0ÅÏÐÌÅȱ 
Like any place in the world, there are good and bad people on social networking sites.  Also like any 

place, the large majority of these people are good and mean no harm. 

http://myspace.com/
http://facebook.com/
http://yuniti.com/


Sadly, there are those people who do mean harm to your child.  But the risks are the same as letting 

ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ƻǊ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΩ ƘƻǳǎŜ ς less so even, because online, these people do not 

have access to your child. 

/ƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ōŜƭƛŜŦΣ άǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǇǊŜŘŀǘƻǊǎέ Řƻ ƴƻǘ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŘŜǘŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ 

information about your child.  Like all online scams, they go after the easy targets ς the kids who want to 

be found, or the kids who are craving attention. 

{ƻΣ ǿƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ŀǎ ŀ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΚ !ǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ ǇŀǊŜƴǘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ 

ŎƘƛƭŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŦŀŎǘ ƛǎΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΗ  ¢ƘŜ ƪŜȅ ƛǎ ǘƻ teach your child how to 

take care of themselves. 

1. ²ŀƭƪ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΣ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎǳǊŜ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 

access to personal information 

2. Get a link to their profile page, and check it regularly to make sure no identifiable information 

has been added 

3. Teach your child how to behave when strangers message them online ς no giving out any 

information such as name or address 

4. Tell your child that if any stranger online starts asking too many questions, that they should 

come tell you 

5. ¢ŀƭƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾe been up to online ς ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƻƻ ƴƻǎŜȅΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ 

ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǎŀŦŜ 

3.2 Ȱ4ÈÅ !ÄÄÉÃÔÉÏÎȱ 
 Social networking can be addicting, even for adults.  Be sure to watch over how much time your child is 

spending on social networking sites. 

It is a good idea to make sure your child has completed all their homework (and maybe gone outside for 

a fresh breath of air) before getting online to talk with their friends. 

4 Safety Tips 

4.1 Setup profile privacy  
Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƛǎ ŀǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŀǎ possible, so that strangers do not 

have access to identifiable information (such as information left in comments). 

4.2 #ÈÅÃË ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÐÒÏÆÉÌÅ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒÌÙ 
aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜΦ  {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜ accidentally, 

leaving a comment for a friend with a phone number without thinking about the possibility of someone 

using this information. 

4.3 -ÁËÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÁÇÅ ÈÉÄÄÅÎ ɉ95.É4É ÏÎÌÙɊ 
hƴ ¸¦bƛ¢ƛΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘƛŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀƎŜ ōȅ clicking here όά!ƎŜ ±ƛǎƛōƭŜ ¢ƻέύΦ  

http://yuniti.com/edit.php?section=basic_info


4.4 Make an account for yourself, and add your child as a friend  
Create an account and add your child as a friend.  This will make it easier to keep an eye out without 

having to constantly check up on them.  Plus, it may improve your relationship with them if they see you 

are actively interested. 

5 Conclusion 
{ƻŎƛŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŦǳƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀǎ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ƻǊ ǎŎŀǊȅ ŀǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘ 

to be.  They have a lot of benefits, and are more constructive for your child than watching TV. 

If your child wants to get on one, support them and watch over them.  Teach them how to handle 

ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ  ¢ŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳ 

updated on anything that could possibly be dangerous.  And check their profile regularly to make sure 

ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ŘŀƴƎŜǊΦ 

 

Yƴƻǿ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ōǳǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜΚ Contact us! 

 

Additional Information:  {ƻŎƛŀƭ bŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ {ƛǘŜǎΥ ! tŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ DǳƛŘŜΣ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ ¢ǊŀŘŜ /ƻƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ 

http://yuniti.com/contact.php
http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/pubs/consumer/tech/tec13.shtm

